
Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                           

     PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

November 29, 2007 
 
In reply refer to:  DK-7 
 
Ms. Dana A. Toulson 
Assistant General Manager, Power, 
Rates, and Transmission Management 
Snohomish County PUD No. 1 
2320 California Street 
P.O. Box 1107 
Everett, WA  98206-1107 
 
RE:  FOIA #08-009 
 
Dear Ms. Toulson: 
 
This letter responds to your request for information that you made to the Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA), under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552.  Your 
request was received in this office on Wednesday, November 28 2007, and has been assigned  
a control number, 08-009. 
 
You have requested the following either in hard copy or electronically on CD-ROM or 
DVD-ROM: 
 

• The business case developed by the Bonneville Power Administration (“Bonneville”) for 
the proposed expansion of the California-Oregon Intertie (also known as the “Third AC 
Intertie” or “COI”), including analysis of the costs and benefits of the project an any 
executive summaries, keys to assumptions used in the business case, and other supporting 
documentation. 

 
• Bonneville’s analysis of any alternatives to the currently proposed project on the COI 

(including alternatives considered in prior years), including costs of and benefits arising 
from, where alternative construction options or alternative commercial options were 
considered, including supporting documentation and studies. 

 
• Any Bonneville presentation materials or other documents describing the currently 

proposed project on the COI, including materials utilized in presentations to regional 
planning and/or coordinating groups, including ColumbiaGrid and the Northwest 
Transmission Assessment Committee (“NTAC”). 
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• Reports and other documents discussing and/or analyzing the simulation of affects of 
alternatives to the currently proposed project on COI operations (including alternatives 
considered in prior years,) including supporting documents and studies. 

 
• Reports and other documents or studies discussing or analyzing the cost of upgrades 

required to achieve an increase in the Rated Transfer Capacity of the COI to any rating 
above 4800, including supporting documentation and studies. 

 
After reviewing your request, it was determined that you addressed all the criteria of a proper 
request under the FOIA, Department of Energy, and BPA regulation that implements the FOIA 
at Title 10, code of Federal Regulations, Part 1004.   
 
In your letter you requested a fee waiver.  The waiver request is denied.  The FOIA provides that 
“[d]ocuments shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the fees 
established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is 
likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester.”  See 5 U.S. C. 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii).  You have not met these criteria. 
 
As per your letter, if your request for a fee waiver was denied you have agreed to pay up to 
$1,000.00 in fees established under FOIA and BPA will contact you if the fees for the requested 
documents exceed that amount. 
 
Ms. Cathy Ehli, Vice President, Transmission Marketing and Sales, has been designated as the 
Authorizing Official for your request.  Ms. Ehli has 20 working days, until Thursday,  
December 27, 2007, to provide a response.  Should you have any questions, Ms. Ehli may be 
reached by calling 360-418-8459. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter.  If you have any questions about this 
letter, please contact Laura M. Atterbury, FOIA/Privacy Act Specialist, at 503-230-7305. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Christina J. Brannon 
 
 
Christina J. Brannon 
FOIA/Privacy Act Officer 



Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                           

     PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

December 21, 2007 
 
In reply refer to:  DK-7 
 
Ms. Dana A. Toulson 
Assistant General Manager, Power, 
Rates, and Transmission Management 
Snohomish County PUD No. 1 
2320 California Street 
P.O. Box 1107 
Everett, WA  98206-1107 
 
RE:  FOIA #08-009 
 
Dear Ms. Toulson: 
 
Thank you for the request for information that you made to the Bonneville Power Administration 
(BPA), under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552.  Your letter was received in 
this office on Wednesday, November 28, 2007. 
 
BPA is taking the allowed 10 working-day extension, starting Thursday, December 27, 2007, to 
respond to your FOIA request.  During this time we will be collecting and reviewing all the 
responsive documents.  The Authorizing Official for your request, Ms. Cathy Ehli, Vice 
President, Transmission Marketing and Sales, has until Monday, January 14, 2008, to provide  
a response.  Should you have any questions, Ms. Ehli may be reached by calling 360-418-8459. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter.  If you have any questions about this 
letter, please contact my FOIA Specialist, Laura M. Atterbury, at 503-230-7305. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Christina J. Brannon 
 
 
Christina J. Brannon 
Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act Officer 
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